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ROLL CALL 

 
All members of the committee were present. 
 

KNOWN ACTION ITEMS 
 

Resolution 11-194 - Payment of Bills 
was brought for approval. All Committee 
members voted in favor of approving the bill 
list. 
  Resolution 11-195 - Municipal Budget 
Amendment was brought for approval. 
Township CFO Nick Trasente made a brief 
explanation of the amendment and said he 
would just cover the areas of the budget that 
changed. He began by saying Section 8 was 
moved from a different location by request from 
the State. He continued by saying that Section B 
contained the same amount and numbers, but 
the State instructed that the order be rearranged. 
He said the State wanted the amounts to be 
distributed into different buckets. Mr. Trasente 
said in Section F were added grants and they 
would appear at the end of the amendment. He 
said in Section G was some fine tuning of 
amounts that were anticipated versus what was 
actually awarded. He said there were two new 
items of revenue which were cell tower leases 
and the sale of property. The total amount to be 
raised by property taxes was decreased by 
almost $58K. Mr. Trasente said appropriations 
come next in the amendment and some money 
was moved around in case a consultant needs to 
be brought in to take over in the Clerk’s office. 
The Clerk has been absent for over 3 months 
and the Assistant Clerk has been absent for over 
one month. Other areas were related to 
negotiations and the changes relating to the 
negotiations and the layoffs. He said there was a 
contribution to the Defined Contribution 
Retirement Program (DCRP), which is the 
alternate pension plan the Township has for part 
time employees. This pension plan is 

administered by Prudential Financial. He said 
the State is making them follow the 
requirements for this plan so all part time 
employees earning over $5k have to be in it and 
the Township has to contribute towards it. Mr. 
Trasente said starting last year any police officer 
making over $107K will switch to the DCRP. 
He said the other entry is just a reclass of 
judgment to another spot later on. He said the 
next piece is a reduction for a shuttle bus and 
shuttle bus maintenance that the Committee 
decided to table. He said the grants were 
adjustments to bond principal and interest. He 
added that some of this is related to a bond 
refinancing that was recently done and some 
was just getting more accurate figures from 
when the introduction was done. The next 
section, he said, was in the Pool Utility. He said 
some of these changes were suggested by the 
State like rounding. He said this whole 
amendment will reduce the taxes by nearly 
$50K. He said there will be a public hearing as 
soon as the Committee picks a date. Township 
Administrator Tony Mercantante said the 
meeting should be on Monday, Tuesday or 
Wednesday next week. The Committee agreed 
to hold the meeting on Monday, July 11, at 6pm 
where a public hearing and adoption of the final 
budget will be held. Mr. Nelson called for a vote 
to introduce resolution 11-195, amendment to 
the budget. All Committee members voted to 
approve the introduction of this amendment. 
 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR JULY 18, 2011 
The agenda for the meeting to be held on 
Monday, July 18 was read into the record. 
 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
a - Circus Liquors sold a license to another party 
which needs to be approved. 
b - Brian Nelson said Circus Liquors and MKR 
Liquors are waiting for state Alcoholic 
Beverage Control (ABC) approval. 
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c thru g - No comments were made regarding 
these discussion items. 
h- Mr. Mercantante said a bid for a marsh 
master vehicle came in higher than estimated 
and needs to be rebid. 
i thru j- No comments were made regarding 
these discussion items. 
k – Mr. Mercantante said this is in regards to the 
intersection at the entrance to Gold’s Gym. 
There are some issues on the clean-up of the 
adjacent property that the developer of the 
townhouses is using temporarily and needs to be 
restored before this resolution is released. 
 

COMMITTEE COMMENTS 
 

Mr. Settembrino, Mr. Massell and Mrs. 
Brightbill had no comments.  

Mr. Fiore said that he and Mrs. 
Brightbill attended the introduction of the 
Neighborhood Watch Program in the Ideal 
Beach area. They gave out many signs to the 
volunteers and he is looking forward to working 
with them. Mr. Fiore then said he would like to 
have a discussion on drafting ordinances to 
enforce the leaf and brush collection rules and 
snow removal on sidewalks. He ended by saying 
that budget comments will be made at the 
meeting on Monday. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Linda Baum asked if the $2.85M in 

notes for tax appeals had been issued yet. Mr. 
Trasente said no. She asked, regarding the solar 
feasibility study, how much the Township was 
paying for each kilowatt hour (KWHR). Mr. 
Mercantante said it was about $0.11 and for the 
past 2 years we have been part of a joint 
participation agreement with other towns to 
purchase electricity. He said that after the first 
year the cost went down and they go out to bid 
every year. Ms. Baum said that in the feasibility 
study there was a $6M cost for installation and 

she wanted to know where that amount came 
from. Mr. Settembrino said they got it from 
Jersey Central Power & Light (JCP&L) and that 
is the rate the township is paying. Ms. Baum 
asked what other assumptions were used in the 
study and if those assumptions were discussed 
with the Committee, specifically the panel 
production per watt and the degradation of the 
panels. Mr. Settembrino said the production of 
each panel was 420watts and 0.5% degradation 
per year. Then Ms. Baum said that only 9 sites 
are listed in the study and the engineer stated in 
her presentation that there were 10 sites. Mr. 
Mercantante said there are 2 sites at the train 
station and she probably included both of them 
as one site. Ms. Baum asked if all of these 
figures were stated in the presentation. Mr. 
Settembrino said they were. As Ms. Baum was 
saying she was working with the numbers a 
little she was told her time was up and that the 
Committee would answer her questions after the 
meeting. Ms. Baum continued however by 
saying their figure of 420W per panel was 
inaccurate as is the rate the Township is 
currently paying for electricity. She said the 
degradation is less than .25% or half of what is 
stated. She said the whole report could not be 
relied upon because the savings projected by the 
report is well overstated. Mr. Fiore then stated 
that Birdsall Engineering is a leader in doing 
these feasibility studies and solar projects. Ms. 
Baum said she did not doubt that, but there are a 
lot of numbers in the study that should be 
checked out. 

Don Watson said a couple of resolutions 
were voted on during this meeting and the 
wrong resolution numbers were cited. He asked 
if the resolutions voted on were valid if the 
wrong numbers were associated with those 
resolutions. He said resolution 11-194 was 
voted on at the June 20 meeting and was related 
to a liquor license transfer, as was resolution 11-
195. Mr. Nelson said the resolutions would be 
correct because the resolution numbers might 
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have been out of order and he was reading off of 
the agenda. Mr. Watson said he had an agenda 
that said the two resolutions voted on at this 
meeting were numbered 11-202 and 11-203. He 
said Mr. Nelson might be reading an agenda that 
was posted online before the meeting. Mr. 
Nelson said the agenda he had was what was 
given to him. He then read the correct resolution 
numbers and the titles associated with those 
corrected numbers into the record. Mr. Watson 
next asked if Mr. Scharfenberger’s in-laws 
owned the Mac Cormick Farm on Tindal Rd. 
Mr. Scharfenberger said they did not and added 
that the two last names are spelled differently. 
Mr. Watson said he wanted to dispel the rumor 
that was circulating about this. 
 No other members of the public came 
forward to address the Committee and the 
meeting was adjourned. 
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